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The Gospel
      This week we hear Luke’s story of the Resurrection appearance of Jesus.  It is much like last week’s portrayal by John in his Gospel.  The disciples disbelieved so Jesus ate with them and reminded them of all he had taught them from Moses to the prophets and psalms, that the Messiah was to suffer and then rise from the dead.  Then all people will be reconciled to God.   The disciples would continue to proclaim this to all nations starting out right then.  And so the church has continued to preach the gospel for 2000 years.   You and I continue the commission given by Jesus to his first disciples, to love and serve God and one another in the name of Jesus Christ.   So here we are  …today…  Christ Church.  And tomorrow?  And two months from today and 5 years from today?  I hope we each are serving and loving God and our neighbors as witnesses of the living Jesus Christ.
     Jeff gave me the go ahead to preach whatever I so desired.  The lectionary, the lessons given to us by the Church each week, need not dictate my words to you.  My Dominican preaching professors would disown me if I didn’t break open the text even a small bit.  So I did!  

     Most of you know this is my last Sunday as Assistant at Christ Church.  In Jeff ‘s usual gracious custom, I was invited  to preach and to celebrate this morning.  I couldn’t be more pleased to do that.  Tomorrow is the 15th anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood.  I celebrate that auspicious occasion with you today, on the third Sunday of Easter.

     You all helped me format my message.  Since I announced my retirement and subsequent resignation, I have been deluged with questions.  I present some of the questions I remember.  I will title my talk FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions).
                                                    FAQ

FAQ#1    Why?  You don’t have to go.   (most frequently asked question)
                True.  I could stay in active ministry for 5 more years in accordance with Episcopal Church rules.  The answer to,”Why are you leaving Christ Church?”:   It is  time.  It is time.   The answer is not intellectual and it is not emotional.  It just is.  I have been reminded: “For to  everything there  is a season, and a time for everything under heaven.:  a time to be born, and a time too die, a time to plant , and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill and a time to heal;”   (Ecclesiastes 3)
FAQ#2      What will you do?

                   My answer comes from my sister Reverend Kathryn, two years younger and also a priest.  She says, “Find time to refresh –This is a Sabbath gift to you from God.”  She also noted that we will be further away from them – and answered herself with, “but that is why God made airplanes.”  
          Parish ministry which I have done most of my life is demanding, physically, emotionally and spiritually.   It is physically demanding – i.e. long hours. It is emotionally demanding -  walking life’s journeys with people, living with in their lives in all its up and downs because you have been invited into their lives , which is a privilege.  It is spiritually demanding because while listening and offering direction,  you must watch out for your own prayer life,  Stay focused on Christ.  When you are depleted you will need refreshment, sabbatical.

FAQ#3   How will you refresh?

        After the rigors of moving, I will explore the area and discover the theater, art museums, and symphony.  I will go to the mountains shouting all the way psalm 96:  “Oh,  the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, the power and splendor of his sanctuary.” (Psalm 96:16)                                  
        I hope we will continue to travel as we have these past few years.  Our partners in travel are with us this morning, my sister and brother in law, Ann and Geoff Dailey.  We have toured the palaces in St. Petersburg, the hills of Tuscany and the Mayan ruins of Mexico together.  And the Outer Banks every year.  May our wanderlust continue.!!!
FAQ @4abc  How will you find a church?
      I will talk with the Bishop and tell him I am here hanging out in his Diocese.  Do some church shopping.  Ask God to place me somewhere,  That’s how we came to Christ Church.  And as a result of our drive by Christ Church one Sunday morning – we saw a group standing out in front of the church talking , we commented, “See those Christians. See how they love.”  Glorious music at Christ Church was and is a major factor.

FAQ#4abc We are moving to Denver.  Family?
     Our daughter moved to Denver after grad school several years ago , met Geoff, married.  They have a two year old and a baby due in September.  We debated on the St. Louis area.   We have a daughter in O’Fallon,IL.  Another great son in-law and 3 boys.  We plan more grandchild time in the future.   Chuck’s mother moved to Denver as did many Cooprider nieces and nephews.   
        It will be different.    They eat healthy foods and they exercise.
    A lifestyle change?

     Life will be different with the day to day responsability as a grandma and mother to the parents of my grandchildren. 

FAQ#4abc Is your house  on the market?

     It will be on May 6th such as the market is.  We seek a home in Colorado soon.  
FAQ# 5   Humorous moments?
         The sacristy before the service pre All Saints Hall.
         Any fellowship gathering in Booth Hall .
               Serious or tragic moments?

During a gathering of ecumenical pastors we heard about 9 11,  A couple of-hours later we held noon day prayers in the church for the community.  That night we had another service.  

 Also, bitter sweet moments have been funerals – many for good friends.  “In my Fathers house there are many dwelling places” said Jesus.   “I will go and prepare a place for you and I will return and take you  to your heavenly Father.” (John 14)  The place = a banquet hall filled with friends.      (Isaiah)

Moments that are a treat for me?
1.) singing along with the choir and Jeff at the altar.  Sometimes the anthem is a familiar piece.

2.)  Team ministry.  I was alone in last position as rector,  Nice to have a cohort, “Two or more gathered in his name.”

3.)  A joy when Anne Parker and I go visiting the sick.
4.)  The Easter Egg Hunt.  Jill’s starting line and the send-off.
FQ#6  What will I miss? 
      Vestry meetings for one.  Can you believe it?    As the assistant, I observed.   In  particular, I observed the passion of people on all sides of an issue, listening to one another,  What a plan for world peace!  Being church as Jesus commanded,  loving one another as Christ loved us.  Respecting one another,  all of us children of God.

FQ#7  What will I take with me from Christ Church? 
       I can’t take you!!!,  I was told, you will remember  your people.  Memories I will take.  We are as church called to remember:  “Do this in remembrance of me.” (Jesus Christ)

FQ#8  What do I want to leave with you?
       Excitement and enthusiasm for the future of Christ Church.  “Hope” it is named theologically,    “Been there done that’’ doesn’t wash.  No matter how old we are or how often we have done that, our faith community in order to live out its mission of bringing people to Christ requires each of us to contribute- time, talent and treasure.  Certainly prayer. Pray for the church and its leaders.   And be a part of or lead   any of  the ministries and tasks.  Be open to an other’s gifts and opinions.  There is a good chance you may not agree on everything.
FQ#9   How do you feel?

Physically , pretty good.  I know I must be better about pacing myself.  The Parkinsons Disease  is progressing and demands managed care and rest.  If I do that, I will be able to carry on well.  
Curious to know what is around the next bend.

Sad  as we take leave.

Pleased and satisfied with 10 years of ministry here.  Really good things accomplished and happening.  We did it together.  

Thankful and  grateful for family and friends, good times and difficult times.  You have invited me into your lives.  It is a privilege to be a priest.  It is a privilege  and  a joy to be your priest.

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.







(Thessalonians 16)
